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		    						     Facu l t y  Fe l lows    Seminar  R e p o r t

The editors of the UK journal 

Leisure Studies have approved 

publication of a special issue of 

the journal featuring the work 

of faculty and graduate student 

members of the Humanities 

Institute’s 2006-7 seminar on 

“Labor and Leisure.” Assistant 

Professor of Sociology Benjamin 

Carrington proposed the special 

issue to his colleagues in the HI seminar and to the Leisure 

Studies board, on which he also serves. 

		A   branch of Cultural Studies and an established inter-

disciplinary specialization in British universities, Leisure Studies 

is less well defined as a field of academic inquiry in the United 

States. Carrington highlighted this open-endedness in his pro-

posal to the board, arguing that “what struck me throughout 

the seminar was the refreshing and insightful way in which 

scholars not trained in leisure studies approached the ques-

tion of leisure from within their own disciplinary backgrounds, 

which led to a number of novel ways of answering some funda-

mental questions that leisure studies has addressed over the 

years.” 

		S  cheduled for publication in 2009, “Rethinking Labour 

and Leisure” will include essays on topics that range from 

nature tourism to popular music, American political organizing 

to sex in the 17th century French city, ancient Greek athletic 

competition to internet hacking. UT historians Julie Hardwick 

and Karl Hagstrom Miller, law professor Julius Getman, classicist 

Thomas Hubbard, and English and American Studies graduate 

student participants Jim Brown, Amy Nathan Wright, and Lisa 

Jordan Powell will join Carrington as contributors.

HI Seminar Yields Special 
Issue of Leisure Studies

Dr. Benjamin Carrington
Photograph: Office of Public Affairs

HI Names Faculty Fellows 
for Seminar on Ethical 
Life in a Global Society

Life in a Global Society.” 

		D  esigned to promote cross-disciplinary inquiry, 

collegiality, and research collaboration, the Institute 

seminar meets every Thursday afternoon during the aca-

demic year. Each HI fellow offers a disciplinary or topical 

angle of approach to the collective inquiry by organizing 

one session of the seminar around a current research 

interest or project. Over the course of the year, Institute 

Fellows also invite four or five distinguished visitors whose 

work has been formative for the issues under discussion 

to lead sessions of the seminar and deliver public lectures 

in the HI’s Distinguished Visiting Lecture Series.

		  The 2008-9 seminar and lecture series on “Ethical 

Life in a Global Society” will examine current and historical 

systems of ethics and ideas of ethical life, ethical conflicts 

in contemporary social, political, and disciplinary arenas, 

and ethical challenges posed by the uneven globalization 

of capital, labor, technology, natural resources, environ-

mental impacts, cultural influences, medical services, and 

communications systems.		

EIGHTEEN members of the UT faculty have been named 

Humanities Institute Fellows for 2008-9. Representing twelve 

disciplines and four colleges, these faculty will join a select 

group of advanced graduate students as participants in the 

2008-9 Humanities Institute seminar on the theme of “Ethical 

FALL FELLOWS
Michael Benedikt, Architecture
Sarah Canright, Art
Diana DiNitto, Social Work
Oliver Freiberger, Asian Studies
Kate Gillespie, Marketing
Neville Hoad, English
Ward Keeler, Anthropology
Mark Longaker, Rhetoric & Writing
Tracie Matysik, History

SPRING FELLOWS
Arturo Arias, Spanish & Portugese
Richard Heyman, Geography
Barbara Jones, Social Work
Brad Love, Advertising
Paul Martorana, Management
Julia Mickenberg, American Studies
Joshua Tucker, Music
Joao Vargas, Anthropology
Jennifer Wilks, English

2008-9 Faculty Fellows
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Three prisoners submitted 

essays which were distributed 

to seminar participants, who 

agreed to audio tape their three 

hour discussion of these submis-

sions and send transcripts to the 

essayists. The essay topics, all of 

which marshaled personal knowl-

edge, social analysis, and library 

research, included Bill Pawlik’s 

critique of the financial and familial shortcomings of “Prison 

Gerrymandering,” K. R. Newman’s provocative “A Revolution 

in Corrections: Facilitating the Promise of Rehabilitation,” 

and Clarence Faulkner’s thoughts on social death and aging 

in prison. All of the prisoners wrote letters in response to 

the seminar transcript, extending their conversation with 

the seminar as a whole and with individual interlocutors. The 

dialog continued face-to-face over spring break, when two 

seminar participants—Associate Professor of Government 

Benjamin Gregg and HI Director Evan Carton—flew to Seattle 

to participate in one of Ferguson’s regular visits with the 

Concerned Lifers group. 

		O  ne of the richest strands of discussion centered 

around Newman’s “Proof of Release Eligibility” proposal—a 

staged process by which felony offenders, initially assigned 

to indeterminate prison terms “atop a scaled minimum,” 

would earn release eligibility by completing an educational 

curriculum, a treatment and therapy curriculum, and an 

extensively supported and monitored transition-to-reentry 

period. Such a “revolution in corrections,” Newman argued, 

would eliminate discrepant sentencing and arbitrary parole 

processes and reduce the 60-70% recidivism rate by tying 

release to “an objective and subjective set of require-

ments and goals with quantifiable and provable standards” 

(requirements and standards that the correctional system 

would be obligated to provide the material and human 

resources to sustain). At the same time, “this process would 

radically transform prisoner rehabilitation from a coercive or 

mandatory to a non-coercive or voluntary program.”

		R  esponding to faculty commentary, Newman, a 

published author whose book Shock & Awe assails the think-

ing behind and implementation of the Iraq War, granted the 

critique that his plan might have “perverse and unintended 

consequences,” and that “one of them may be that some 

people would never be released. But the difference between 

the ‘never released’ now and the ‘never released’ under my 

proposed system would be that under my proposal that 

would be an individual’s conscious choice, and not sym-

bolic of a failed and bankrupt system.” He thanked another 

seminar member ”for recognizing that my plan isn’t some 

sort of ‘soul craft.’ It’s simple practicality, and by that, mea-

surable and therefore possible to accomplish in an objective 

manner, unlike ‘spiritual’ redemption.” And to the profes-

sor who, moved by the dialog, asked “Is there a next step?” 

he replied: “I certainly hope so. We count on you who are 

moved by our ideas to spread the word and to encourage the 

discourse, because, except for the very few opportunities 

like this forum, we have no voice.”

		    						     Facu l t y  Fe l lows    Seminar  R e p o r t

HI Seminar • continued from page 1

Dr. Miguel Ferguson
Photograph: Office of Public Affairs

Distinguished Visiting Lecture Series 
I m a g i n i n g  t h e  H u m a n

”After Leonardo: The Artist as Scientist in 
Seventeenth-Century Italy”

Dr. Paula Findlen, Stanford University

Wednesday, April 23 at 7:30 pm
Avaya Auditorium

Paula Findlen is Ubaldo 
Pierotti Professor of Italian 
History and Director of 
the Science, Technology, 
and Society Program at 
Stanford. She specializes in 
the rise of modern science, 
medicine, and technology 

during the European Renaissance and especially in 
Italy. The author of Possessing Nature: Museums, 
Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy, 
she is currently at work on a project entitled ”The 
Women Who Understood Newton: Laura Bassi and 
Her World.” 

All lectures are free and open to the public.
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The Faces of Free Minds
Every Monday and Thursday night, the 18 students of the Free Minds Project meet in Northeast Austin to engage in lively 

debate over texts ranging from Plato’s Republic to Angels in America. Two members of this year’s class are profiled below. 

Please join us as we honor them and their classmates at the second annual Free Minds Graduation Ceremony on May 19, 2008. 

Call (512) 232-6093 or email freeminds@humanitiesinstitute.utexas.edu for more information.

Yvonne Wise
Yvonne Wise has always been outspoken. Her mother says Yvonne 

wrote her a letter as a teenager declaring her rights. In the Free Minds 

classroom, she’s never shy about jumping into the middle of a discus-

sion, whether it’s about Macbeth or Nat Turner.

Yvonne admits that the life of the streets was more familiar to her than 

that of the classroom for a long time. But after her fifth child was born, 

she realized things had to change.

“Wait a minute, I thought, the streets aren’t that important. I could lose 

everything I’d worked so hard to get,” she says.

She set about creating new opportunities for herself. So when a brochure for Free Minds appeared in her mailbox, she applied, 

knowing that starting school as a single mom with five kids would be a tremendous challenge.

“I knew my situation was going to be harder, but I didn’t let it stop me. I’m using my time in Free Minds to see what works and what 

doesn’t.”

Some days that means watching her kids turn to their homework when they see her doing hers; other days that means making 

several runs to pick up and drop off kids before heading to class at night. Once there, she brings a sharp perspective to the table.  

That includes one night when she lectured her classmates about the importance of turning in their essays on time. 
	

After that, several students told Yvonne she’d stood up as mother to the entire class. She smiled. It’s a hat she’s accustomed to 

wearing.

When Daniel Zamarripa was in high school, he thought he was on the path to becoming 
a teacher. He made good grades, was active in athletics, marched with the band, and 
planned to apply to Texas A&M. Then in the spring of his senior year, he dropped out.

Ten years later, Daniel says he was long ashamed of his decision. Now he knows it made 
him who he is today. He’s since met his wife, Jessica, and they are parents to Gabriel (5) 
and Nadia (3). He has a solid job with Custom Crete, where he often works 60 to 70-hour 
weeks. And he thinks his experience will make him an even better teacher.

“I have a story to share,” he says. “I’d tell students it’s got to be about them too.”

In Free Minds, Daniel’s discovered how much he loves history. He says professor Jim Sid-
bury’s curriculum has given him a larger perspective on himself as not just a Mexican 
American, but an American. That was driven home when the former athlete sat down to 
watch the 2008 Super Bowl.

Just before the game, a number of sports figures read the Declaration of Independence. 
Daniel had read it himself in the fall semester’s assigned reading.

“I really had a moment when I saw that,” Daniel says. “Now I have a better understanding 
of what it’s saying. I know there are people who say it wasn’t written for me. But I didn’t 
live then. I live today.”

Photographer: Christina Murrey, Office of Public Affairs

Photographer: Christina Murrey, Office of Public Affairs

Daniel Zamarripa
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On a Tuesday evening in early February, staff members from com-
munity nonprofit organizations, independent researchers, and 
several members of the UT, St. Edwards, and Huston-Tillotson 
faculties settled around the long table in the Wine Room at the 
Clay Pit Restaurant, a few blocks south of campus. The group 
had gathered for a talk by Community Sabbatical grantee Robin 
Bradford about her current research on the emotional and spiri-
tual challenges that social service professionals confront in their 
daily exposure to human damage and pain, much of which they 
cannot alleviate.
		S amosa-munching and wine-sipping were suspended as 
Robin focused her audience’s attention and released us from the 
residual stresses of the workday by leading a preparatory medita-
tion exercise. Then she read from her memoir in progress, The 
Water is Wide: Keeping the Faith in Disastrous Times, an account 
of her experience as a Foundation Communities staff member 
tasked with providing emergency services to hundreds of home-
less, devastated Hurricane Katrina evacuees upon their arrival in 
Austin in 2005.
		 The Humanities Institute sponsors monthly presenta-
tions such as this one that create informal yet intense intel-

lectual collegiality among HI 
Community Sabbatical grant-
ees, Research Associates, 
and faculty affiliates. The 
faculty consultants on 
Robin’s project, Dr. Holly Bell 
from the School of Social 
Work and Dr. Margaret (Peg) 
Syverson of the Department 
of Rhetoric and Writing, 
were present at the event to 
support her and discuss what 
Robin had accomplished 
during her research leave. 
When prompted to say a 
few words in closing, Dr. Bell 
echoed past faculty mentors 
in noting how her own 
research has been informed 

2008-9 Community Sabbatical Application Now Available

The Community Sabbatical Research Leave Program, jointly sponsored by the Humanities Institute and the Graduate 
School’s Professional Development and Community Engagement Program, enables directors and staff members of 
Central Texas 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations to apply to the University for paid flexible leave in order to pursue a 
question or problem related to their organization and its constituencies. Community Sabbatical grantees receive ac-
cess to library resources and a stipend, and are matched with University faculty members with related interests who 
provide assistance and consultation on the proposed project.

Applications for the 2008-9 academic year are available for download from our website at:
http://www.humanitiesinstitute.utexas.edu/programs/sabbatical

Applications are due by Friday, May 30, 2008.

Monthly Gatherings of Community, University, and 
Unaffiliated Scholars Seed New Intellectual Partnerships 

”I dedicated my term as a 
Research Associate to con-
tinuing and expanding my 
work on American Indian civil 
rights movements, tribal sov-
ereignty, and cultural identi-
ty. In particular, I am working 
on a law journal article that 
focuses on the relationship 
between civil rights struggles, 
social movements such as the 

American Indian movement, and Christianity—specifically, 
the Christian ’language’ of American civil rights.

Owing to the considerable resources available to me as 
an HI Research Associate—including the invaluable ad-
vice of affiliated faculty and other research associates, 
as well as world-class libraries—research for my article 
has generated another article that is nearing completion. 
This subsequent article explores the role played by White 
images of ’the Indian’ in federal and tribal law and policy, 
and the ’burden of authenticity’ borne by American Indi-
ans. Neither project would be possible without resources 
and support provided by the HI.”

Michael Holland

Research Associate Profile

by her mentee’s work: “My research for the past two-and-a-
half years has focused on service provision to displaced Katrina 
survivors in Austin. While I love my work, it is necessarily pretty 
prosaic. As a creative writer, Robin’s project explores her personal 
and spiritual experiences of being part of that service provision. 
Working with Robin is like taking a breath and stepping back to 
consider our work in the larger perspective of what it means to be 
a human being—which I assume is what the Humanities Institute 
is all about. It’s been a great experience, one that I think feeds my 
work as much as I provide guidance to Robin.”
		 The happy hour series of presentations by HI community 
affiliates continues in April and May when the work of Research 

Associates Michael Holland and Papa M. Diallo will be featured.

”So, how does one respond 
flexibly to disaster, great 

or small, immediate or 
across the world, and its 
accompanying upheaval? 

I didn’t have time to wonder 
about this on Labor Day 

weekend, 2005, as I became 
caught up in the enormous 

national response to 
Hurricane Katrina. My role 

was tiny and lacking drama. 
I drove children to school, 

held babies, raised money. 
Yet, between that time and 

now the person I knew as 
myself fell apart.”

— Robin Bradford, excerpt from 
The Water is Wide: Keeping the 

Faith in Disastrous Times

Photographer: Kritika Agarwal
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New HI Community 
Council Formed
		

The Humanities Institute celebrated its 
seventh year by announcing the formation 
of a new Community Council. Comprised 
of distinguished representatives of edu-
cational, cultural, social service, and com-
munity organizations in central Texas, the 
Community Council will advise the HI on 
new and continuing program initiatives 
and partnership opportunities. 
		 The Community Council met for 
the first time on January 28, 2008, at the 
French Legation Museum. After a presen-
tation by Museum Director Stephanie Jarvis 
on  her research on African Americans’ 
presence in the neighborhood of the 
French Legation—research facilitated by 
an HI Community Sabbatical grant—the 
members of the Community Council shared 
ideas about advancing the HI’s mission of 
creating dynamic partnerships between 
the university and its surrounding commu-
nities.
		 For example, Community Council 
member Cynthia Charles focused on what 
the university might do to recognize the 
problems, issues, and possibilities of 
Austin’s east side. Thomas Moran chal-
lenged the HI to find ways of expanding 
support for adult education and prevent-
ing the loss of local historical and cultural 
memory. Melissa Smith pointed to the need 
for collaborative projects documenting and 
addressing health care disparities. Tommy 
Darwin encouraged the HI to help build the 
capacity for various constituencies in the 
community to engage with each other. In 
a similar vein, Sylvia Gale suggested that 
the HI find ways to construct creative and 
contemplative spaces in which community 
leaders can work together to consider the 
difficult issues they face. 
		D eborah Edward, who was instru-
mental in the formation of the Community 
Sabbatical program, praised that pro-
gram’s ”ripple effects.” She noted, ”The 
Humanities Institute is making a difference 
by creating spaces in which ideas sprout 
and grow.”

Community Council Members
William Beardall, Jr.
Director, Equal Justice Center
Neil Blumofe
Cantor and spiritual leader, Congregation Agudas Achim
Suzanne Burke	
Curriculum Director, Round Rock Independent School District  
Cynthia Charles
Managing Librarian, Carver Branch, Austin Public Library
Tommy Darwin	
Director, Professional Development & Community Engagement* 
Deborah Edward
Adjunct Professor, Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs*
Karen Engle
Director, Rapoport Center for Human Rights and Justice*
Alan Fenton 
Barrow Chair in English, St. Stephen’s Episcopal School
Jim Furgeson
Social Studies Department Chair, McCallum High School
Sylvia Gale
P. A.G.E. Project Director, Imagining America
Lyman Grant
Dean of Arts & Sciences, Austin Community College
Julian Huerta
Director of Community Services, Foundation Communities
Kirk Lynn
Playwright, Rude Mechanicals Theater Collective
Thomas Moran	
Assistant Director, Austin Public Library
Katherine Durham Oldmixon
Associate Professor of English, Huston-Tillotson University
Judith Rhedin
Assistant Director, Performing Arts Center*
Gail Rice
Community Advocacy Director, SafePlace
Melissa Smith
Medical Director, Seton Community Health Centers
Abe Louise Young
Author and editor, Next Generation Press

HI’s Community Council meets at the French Legation Museum in January. 
Front row (l to r): Julian Huerta, Judith Rhedin, Thomas Moran, Jim Furgeson, Suzanne Burke, and Deborah Edward. 
Back row (l to r): Melissa Smith, HI associate director Pauline Strong, Sylvia Gale, Katherine Durham Oldmixon, HI 
director Evan Carton, Karen Engle, Gail Rice, Tommy Darwin, Alan Fenton, Kirk Lynn, and Cynthia Charles.  

Photographer: Christina Murrey, Office of Public Affairs

*The University of Texas at Austin
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Living Newspaper Strong in 
Second Year of Program
A year ago I wrote an article that included the many voices of the 

people involved in the Living Newspapers Across the Disciplines 

Program. We heard from teachers, graduate student consultants, 

and high school students about how a living newspaper project can 

invigorate a classroom and move those involved into new ways of 

learning and thinking about the world.

		I  ’m happy to report that, on the classroom front, amazing 

things continue to happen. Malhaz Jibladze, Paige Hamilton, and Jo 

Rose all created successful projects for their students this past fall. 

Malhaz, now on his third project at AISD’s Liberal Arts and Science 

Academy, continued to evolve his own practice by focusing on 

the film-making aspects of his students’ projects with the help of 

Graduate Consultant Ian Peters. Paige Hamilton, who came to the 

project by word of mouth, bravely waded into the world of living 

newspapers at Anderson High School with the help of Graduate 

Consultant Rebecca Hewitt. Jo Rose, at Fox Tech High School in San 

Antonio, worked with her students and the school social worker on 

a project concerning teen date rape. 

		  The fall saw teachers expanding their skills and building 

relationships within their own schools through the project. The 

spring is turning out to be just as exciting.

		A  s this newsletter goes to press, Patrick Schmidt’s creative 

writing students at Round Rock High School are producing projects 

on a variety of topics. His colleague in Round Rock, Kate Ikard at 

Stoney Point Ninth Grade Center, is working with her students on 

the topic of genocide. In Austin, Sarah Waggoner and her students 

at Kealing Middle School are creating a project around the Civil 

Rights Movement. Voting and the responsibility of citizens to take 

part in elections will be the focus of Donna White and her students 

at Anderson High School later this spring.

		  While teachers rely on the expertise and excitement of 

graduate students in their classrooms to invigorate students, 

graduate students do graduate and move away. So, the HI held a 

graduate consultant training in mid-February to fill out our team. 

About twenty students from departments scattered all over campus 

participated and will be in classrooms almost immediately.

		A  n accredited professional development training workshop 

for public school teachers is planned for July. Contact the Humanities 

Institute for more information.

Online Teacher Toolkit To Launch 
New Websites for Educators

Throughout the 2007-8 school year, Austin-area high 
school teachers Malhaz Jibladze and Patrick Schmidt have 
been designing and implementing curriculum based on 
seminars they attended in the Texas Teachers As Scholars 
program at the Humanities Institute. This spring, their 
work will be published in dynamic, interactive websites 
for educators through our Online Teacher Toolkit and 
thus made available to teachers across Texas and around 
the world. The Humanities Institute staff has also 
developed a Toolkit to support educators involved in our 
Living Newspapers Across the Disciplines program, which 
offers lesson plans and discussion forums to aid in the 
implementation of our unique, drama-based human rights 
curriculum. All three new Online Teacher Toolkit websites 
have been made possible through collaboration with the 
University’s Computer Writing and Research Lab.

Performing Human Rights Trials 
by Malhaz Jibladze

This Teacher Toolkit is designed to assist in-class research and 
performance of mock human rights trials on specific cases 
chosen by students. Students will research and dramatize 
roles in historical trials as judges, jurors, prosecutors, defense 
attorneys, and witnesses. Through this project students 
will gain a deeper understanding of the evolving role of 
international judicial organizations and international law in 
protecting human rights around the world. As an educational 
resource, the Toolkit provides guidelines, research tools, 
and lesson plans to aid other teachers in conducting similar 
projects in their classrooms. The mock trial of Augusto 
Pinochet, now in progress at the Liberal Arts and Science 
Academy, will serve as an example on the website that 
teachers can adapt for their own purposes.

Shakespeare in Performance
by Patrick Schmidt

The Shakespeare in Performance Online Teacher Toolkit 
highlights teaching the Bard’s plays from a dramatic 
perspective, often deemphasized in straightforward literary 
readings of his work. The site includes videographies of 
productions for certain plays as well as recommended scenes 
from selected productions to allow comparison of their 
diverse staging decisions and interpretations. Streaming 
video of filmed performances has been made available when 
possible. The Toolkit also provides several lesson plans that 
will help teachers get their students up and out of their seats 
to explore Shakespeare’s work as and through performance. 
The specific plays that the Shakespeare in Performance 
website focuses on are Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello, Twelfth 
Night, and The Taming of the Shrew. The hope is that future 
attendees in Alan Friedman’s Texas Teachers as Scholars 
class on “Shakespeare in Performance” will build on the work 
begun here and develop the Shakespeare in Performance 
Toolkit as a living resource.

by Ann David, Living Newspaper Teacher Liaison

UT-Austin 
graduate 
students 
attend a 

Humanities 
Institute 
training 

workshop 
to become 

Living 
Newspaper 

Project 
consultants.

Photographer: Ann David
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April 7-25 	 Mayor’s Book Club Events (p. 5)

April 23	 Distinguished Visiting Lecture (p. 7)

May 19		 Free Minds Graduation (p. 8)

May 30	 Community Sabbatical Application 	
		  Deadline (p. 9)

July 1		  Free Minds Application Deadline 		
		  (p. 3)




